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SUBJECT: VRADYNI SUSPENDED UNTIL JUNE 1, 1974 

1. ATHENS MILITARY COMMANDER ORDERED JANUARY 12 A SIX-MONTH 
SUSPENSION OF VRADYNI BEGINNING FROM NEWSPAPER'S CLOSURE 
DECEMBER 1 . 1973. AFTERNOON DAILY CLOSURE BY GOG (ATHENS 8472) 
WAS WIDELY BELIEVED TO BE LINKED TO A POLITICAL EDITORIAL 
AND SEPARATE COMMENTARY BY RETIRED COL. D. STAMATELOPOULOS. 
ORDER OF MILITARY COMMANDER MAJ. GENERAL RAIFALAKIS PROVIDED 
NO EXPLANATION FOR SUSPENSION. PRESS ACCOUNT POINTED OUT 
VRADYNI ALTHOUGH ONLY TEMPORARILY BARRED FROM PUBLICATION 
BECOMES EIGHTH ATHENIAN NEWSPAPER TO CEASE PUBLICATION 
SINCE APRIL, 1967. OTHERS ARE: KATHIMERINI, MESIMVRINI, 

ELEFTHERIA, ETHNOS, ATHEINAIKI, AVGHI, AND DEMOKRATIKI 
ALLAGHI. IN ADDITION SIMERINA, SISTER PAPER OF ELEFTHEROS 
COSMOS STOPPED PUBLICATION LAST MONTH AS RESULT OF LOW 
CIRCULATION. 

2. AT JANUARY 12 MORNING STAFF MEETING IN VRADYNI EDITORIAL 
OFFICE, ATHANASSIADES SAID HE WAS NOT GIVEN ANY REASON 
FOR PAPER'S SUSPENSION, BUT HAD TO ASSUME IT WAS EITHER 
ONE OR ALL OF FOLLOWING - STAMATELOPOULOS ARTICLE AND 
EDITORIAL DECEMBER 1 ISSUE, ATHANASSIADES 1 REFUSAL OPENLY 
SUPPORT NEW REGIME, VRADYNTS PRO-KARAMANLIS STANCE, 
ATHANASSIADES’ CONTINUOUS PHONE CONTACT WITH KARAMANLIS . 
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ON JANUARY 14, MINISTER TO PM RALLIS TOLD PAO THERE 
WAS ONLY ONE REASON FOR SUSPENSION OF VRADYNI IOANNIDES' 
AVERSION TO KARAMANLIS. RALLIS ADDED THAT ALTHOUGH SOME OF 
ABOVE MIGHT HAVE CONTRIBUTED TO DECISION, IN FINAL ANALYSIS 
IOANNIDES COULD NOT TOLERATE THE ONE ATHENIAN NEWSPAPER 
WHICH SUPPORTED HIS MOST UNACCEPTABLE OPPONENT. 

3. VRADYNI’S SUSPENSION IS SEEN BY SOME JOURNALISTS 
PRINCIPALLY AS PUNITIVE ACTION SINCE PUBLISHER ATHANASSIADES 
REPORTEDLY REFUSED TO RECANT OFFENDING EDITORIALS AND TO 
COMMIT NEWSPAPER TO PRO-GOG LINE. VRADYNI, TRADITIONALLY PRO- 
ARMED FORCES AND PRO-KARAMANLIS NEWSPAPER SUPPORTED APRIL 21 
REVOLUTION IN ITS FIRST YEARS BUT LATER BECAME CRITIC. SINCE 
SUSPENSION WAS ORDERED UNDER STATE OF SIEGE, ATHANASSIADES IS 
PRESUMABLY NOT OBLIGED TO MAKE SEVERENCE PAYMENTS TO STAFF, 
WHO WILL RECEIVE THEIR LAST PAY CHECKS JANUARY 15. 
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